
Norwegian Women Settlers”

“A Skillet in One Hand, A Hoe in the Other:

An annual gathering of descendants and friends 
of the Trøndelag, Gudbrandsdal, 
Northern Hedmark, Solør and 
Romerike regions of Norway

6–9 August 2024
Willmar Conference Center

Willmar, Minnesota





6–9 August 2024, Willmar, MN 1

Velkommen til Stevne 2024!
Welcome to the third annual Flere Lag Stevne.  For the past year, the Steering Committee has worked to plan this 

gathering and present an interesting, informative, and sometimes humorous slate of programs in addition to Genealogy 
Research, Silent Auction, and Vendor Fair. This year we are in Kandiyohi County in west central Minnesota, an area that 
was heavily settled by Norwegian immigrants in the mid to late 1800s. So it’s appropriate that one of our speakers is the 
Executive Director of the Kandiyohi Historical Association who will talk about those early settlers. And our Friday morning 
tour will include visiting the Kandiyohi County Museum.

In keeping with this year’s theme “A Skillet in One Hand, A Hoe in the Other: Norwegian Women Settlers,” several of our 
speakers will focus on them. Candace Simar, a life-long Minnesotan and grandchild of Scandinavian immigrants, will give an 
overview of her historical novel “Sister Lumberjack,” the latest in her Abercrombie Trail series. Author Sandra Bestland will 
share her research on “The Lives and Loves of Norwegian Women Immigrants.” Paul Arneson will regale us with “I Couldn’t 
Milk Another Goat: Goodbye Norway, Hello Minnesota,” an historical novel based on the experiences of his immigrant 
grandmother.

We hope you all will enjoy these and the other excellent programs on tap for you. Ha det bra! 
Norma Kjenstad Barnes, Flere Lag Stevne Steering Committee Chair

Joy Shong, President, Nord 
Hedmark og Hedemarken Lag

John F. Peterson
President, Gudbrandsdals Lag National

Robert Fossum
President, Trønderlag of America

Norma Kjenstad Barnes
President, Romerikslaget i Amerika

Rod Kurth
President, Solørlag of America
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Lag Boards

ROMERIKSLAGET I AMERIKA
Website: www.fellesraad.com/romerikslaget/

Mary Baumgartner, Joel Botten, Bill Naseth,   
Alberta Rupert, Chris Falteisek, Eunice Helgeson, 
Jean Knaak, Barbara Nelson	

President 
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer  
Director of Genealogy
Director of Membership
Directors

GUDBRANDSDAL LAG NATIONAL
Website: www.gudbrandlag.org

John F. Peterson
Robert Gjengdahl
Nancy Pickering
Marilyn Sorensen
Martha J. Balfanz
Nancy Olson
Gary Romsaas
Gerald Hanson
Robert O. Olson
Richard Lundgren
Linda Sutton Folk
Linda Domier Lowry
Sid Stivland

President
Vice President
Secretary / Editor
Genealogist
Treasurer
Membership
Webmaster
Historian
Archivist
Stevne Liaison
Director
Director
Director

NORD HEDMARK 
OG HEDEMARKEN LAG
Website: nhohlag.org

Joy Shong
Chris Falteisek
Jeri Johnson
Julie Anderson Glowka
Larry West
Linda Domier Lowry
Debra Lee Pritchard
Gary Romsaas
Dixie Hansen

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer / Editor
Genealogist
Director
Director
Director
Past President / Membership 

SOLØRLAG OF AMERICA
Website: www.solorlag.com

Rod Kurth
Denny Kalvig
Doug Johnson
Elaine Hasleton
Kathy Johnson
Karen  Weiberg
Shanna Kurth
Jean  Berg
LeAnn Hookom

Andy Berg, Julie Clauson, 
LeAnn Hookum,  Mary Martin
	

President/Publication
Secretary
Treasurer 
Genealogist
Membership
Archive & History
Research Materials Manager
Publicity
Webmaster
Directors at Large

Norma Kjenstad Barnes
Chuck McKeen
Linda McKeen
Mary F. Gross	
(Open)
Susan Waldera

Julie Clauson Past President

2024 Flere Lag Stevne 
Steering Committee
Officers
Norma Barnes, Chair
Richard Lundgren, Vice Chair
Joy Shong, Treasurer
Nancy Pickering, Secretary

Committee Members
Mary Baumgartner
Andy Berg
Sam Christenson
Gerry Frisbee

Dixie Hansen
Rod Kurth
Sid Stivland

TRØNDERLAG OF AMERICA
Website: www.tronderlag.org

President / Editor (pro tem)
/ Acting Historian
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer / Membership 
Genealogist
Past President
Director
Director
Director

Robert Fossum

Sam Christenson
Karen Erickson Mullen
Jon Satrum 
Barry Dahl
Linda Schwartz
Duane Haugen
Joy Haugan Williams
Gerald Frisbie
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Remembering Lag Members and Associates  
Who Have Recently Passed Away

Til Minne Om

 
Harriet E. (Steele) Fayne  •  1934–2023 (age 88)  •  Colorado Springs, CO • G

Mary Gjermo  •  1948–2023 (age 75)  •  Cambridge, WI • R

Lee Ray Haugen  •  1932–2023 (age 90)  •  Minneapolis, MN • G

Knut Kvernflaten • 1941–2024 (age 82) • Ringebu Parish, Norway • G

Birgitta Åryd  •  1933–2024 (age 91)  •  Rönninge, Sweden • N

Many thanks to several lag photographers who 
contributed photos (about 250!) for this booklet: 
Norma Barnes, Linda Sutton Folk, Dixie 
Hansen, LeAnn and LaVonne Hookum,  
Jeri Johnson, and Nancy Pickering

Tusen takk to those many volunteers who step 
up during the Stevne and say “How can I help?” 
You can and do... and everyone benefits.  
Hospitality? Registration? Hanging signs?  
AV Assistance? Introducing speakers? Running  
errands? Genealogy mentoring? Thank You!

Atrium near Registration; begins Tuesday at 1:00 p.m.
Items of cultural interest welcome; indicate the lag to which the proceeds 

will be donated by filling out a form and attaching a color-coded tag.  
Bids will be accepted until 3:45 pm on Thursday; Winners at 4:00;  

pickup of items and payment (cash or checks only) after 4:15.

Silent Auction
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Norway House Information Table
Race Fisher, Membership + Volunteer Coordinator 
at Norway House

Karen Mullen
Loppemarked Butikk
521 S. 58th St.
Omaha, NE  68106
cell 402-312-6067
fraumullen@yahoo.com
Norwegian sweaters, Norwegian jewelry, 
Henning carvings and  
candy figurines, Hardanger and tatted 
pieces, rosemaled pieces and more.
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Book Authors/Speakers:
Gracia Grindal–author of several books about Norwegian American Women
Paul Arneseon–author, selling books (I Couldn’t Milk Another Goat)
Candace Simar– author, Sister Lumberjack
Erik Dregni–author, selling books (For the Love of Cod)

Lowell Torkelson, Woodcarver
Lowell is a member of the West Central  
Minnesota Wood Carvers, exhibiting and demonstrating 
several styles of woodcarving.  torlock@charter.net

“I started wood carving in 2009. I have taken classes in  
Acanthus carving, kolrosing, flat plane carving, spoon 
carving, kroting, knife making, chip carving and wood-
burning.”
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Captured Moments
2023 Flere Lag Stevne, Moorhead, MN

Shanna Kurth
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Event Schedule 
Tuesday, 6 August 

Time Event Location 

Many Lag officers and helpers arrive in the morning to set up spaces and the Genealogy Lab. 
Official Opening is at 1:00 PM 

   Registration Desk Open Registration 
Area 

   Genealogy Lab Open 

 
 

 
  

  
 

Genealogy Lab 
(Galleries 6 & 7) 

   Silent Auction (drop-off & label items for the auction only) Atrium outside 
Gallery 2 

   Vendor Displays Open Gallery 5 

   Genealogy Research Mini-Demos (every hour on the half hour) 
 

 

 
 

Gallery 2 

   Hospitality Suite Open (OK to drop off items starting at 2 PM) 
 

Gallery 1 

   Silent Auction Open for Bidding Atrium outside 
Gallery 2 

   Dinner on your own  

   Seminar: Beginning Genealogy Shanna Kurth Gallery 3 & 4 
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Wednesday, 7 August 

 Event Location 

   Gudbrandsdalslag Annual Business Meeting  Galleries 3 & 4 

   Vendor Setups Gallery 5 

   Registration Desk Open Registration Area 

   Hospitality Suite Open (afternoon only) Gallery 1 

   Silent Auction open for Bidding Atrium 

   Opening Ceremony Galleries 3 & 4 

   Seminar: The Place of the Church in Norwegian 
Immigration to America  Gracia Grindal 
Gracia Grindal, Professor Emerita at Luther 
Seminary, has written histories of Norwegian 
American women. She has just finished a book, 
Augsburg College and the Lutheran Free Church, to 
be published in 2025. 
 

 

Galleries 3 & 4 

   Genealogy Lab Open Gallery 6 & 7 

   Vendor Displays Open 
A selection of items of interest to Norwegian 
Americans books, clothing, jewelry, rosemaling, 
woodcarving, etc. The public is welcome.  

Gallery 5 
 
(See pages 4 5 
for a list of the 
2024 Flere Lag 
vendors) 

   Seminar:  
Goodbye Norway Hello Minnesota  
Paul Arneson 
Paul lives near Washington, DC. He is a retired U.S. 
Air Force Colonel; he was a professor at the 
National Defense University in Washington, DC and 
served as commander of the Aerial Port Squadron 
at Andrews AFB, Maryland. His last assignment was 
with the Strategic Airlift at the Pentagon. 
 

 

Galleries 3 & 4 

(continued on next page)
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   Lunch (on your own) 
   Hospitality Suite Open Gallery 1 

   Seminar: The Benefits of Sharing Family 
Stories Elaine Hasleton 

 
 

 

Galleries 3 & 4 
 

   Break Visit Hospitality Suite and Vendor Displays Galleries 1 & 5 

   Seminar: WILDLIFE, WIND, AND ICE: Exploring 
Antarctica Karen Weiberg, Adventurer, Solørlag 

 
 

 

Galleries 3 & 4 

   Solørlag Annual Business Meeting Gallery 2 

   Romerikslaget Annual Business Meeting Gallery 2 

   Dinner on your own  

   Scandinavian-Themed Movie Galleries 3 & 4 

 
  

(continued from previous page)

We’ll be showing a movie! Title to be announced.

Look for the signs by the room or at Registration.

Wednesday Night—7:00 PM, Galleries 3 & 4
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Thursday, 8 August 

Time Event Location 
   Nord Hedmark og Hedemarken Lag Annual Business Meeting  Galleries 3 & 4 

   Registration Desk Open Registration Area 

   Genealogy Lab Open Gallery 6 & 7 

   Hospitality Suite Open Gallery 1 

   Concurrent Seminars 
   Seminar A: Sister Lumberjack: Scandinavian 

Women in Frontier Minnesota Candace Simar 

 
 

 

Gallery 2 

   Seminar B: Kandiyohi County Historical Society, 
Willmar, MN  
Jill Wohnoutka, Executive Director, who has been 
working in the local history field for over 15 years. 
 

 

Galleries 3 & 4 

   Break Visit Hospitality Suite and Vendor Area 

   Concurrent Seminars 

   Seminar A: Finnskog History and Research  
Elaine Hasleton 

 
 

 

Gallery 2 

(Concurrrent Seminar continued on next page)
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   Seminar B: Spedalskhed: Leprosy in 19th Century 
Norway Sandra Bestland 

 
 

 

Galleries 3 & 4 

    

    

   Concurrent Seminars 
   Karen Mullen 

 
 

 

Gallery 2 

   Seminar B:  The Lives and Loves of Norwegian 
Women Pioneers: From Amsterdam to Swaziland
Sandra Bestland 

 
 

 

Galleries 3 & 4 

(Thursday continued)

(continued on next page)
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Thursday Midafternoon Sessions & Evening Gathering 

   Coffee and Refreshment Break, Visit Vendors.  

   Genealogy Lab closes for packing and converting to Banquet space. 

   Concurrent Seminars 
   Seminar A: Norway House and Haugo Bibliotek  

Race Fisher, Membership + Volunteer Coordinator at 
Norway House 
 

 

Gallery 2 

   Seminar B: Julius B. Baumann:  Energy and 
Inspiration Dr. Lawrence Moe, Professor Emeritus, 
Ph.D. in Medieval literature and language; 
Scandinavian Studies, Associate Dean, University of 
Minnesota, winner of multiple teaching awards, 
including from the Minnesota House of 
Representatives. 
 
J

 

Galleries 3 & 4 

   Auction Bids End; Collect and pay for Auction Items 

   Social Hour with Cash Bar 

   Flere Lag Group Photos:  Important  
   Romerikslaget i Amerika 

 

Near Hotel Pool 

   Solørlag of America 

   Trønderlag of America 

   Gudbrandsdals Lag National 

   Nord Hedmark og Hedemarken Lag 
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   Stevne Banquet  

Entertainment & Bunad Parade 
Emcee: Sid Stivland 
Entertainment: Erik Dregni 
Eric is a professor of English, Journalism, & Italian at 
Concordia St. Paul and, in the summer, Dean of the 
Italian Concordia Language Village, Lago del Bosco. 
He is the author of 20 books including Vikings in the 

Love of Cod, and Impossible Road Trip. 
For the Love of Cod: Is Norway Truly the Happiest Country on 

Earth  
 

 
Bunad Parade 

Galleries 6 & 7 
 

Friday, 9 August 

Time Event Location 
   Breakfast and check out of hotel 

Turn in Evaluations in box at registration table 
Tour participants can store luggage in Gallery 1 

   Annual Business Meeting Gallery 2 

   Tour: (Pre-registration required) Bus tour includes Vikor Lutheran Church, Calvary 
Lutheran Church, and Kandiyohi County Historical Society Museum. 
(Registration includes bus, entry fees, and box lunch.) 

   Head on home!  
We hope to see you in  Flere Lag Stevne, August 5 8, 2025, 
at the Stoney Creek La Crosse-Onalaska Hotel. 

Safe Travels! See you next year ! 

 

(continued from previous page)
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More Photos
2023 Flere Lag Stevne, Moorhead, MN

Keynote Speaker: Lawrence Moe

Hospitality: Mary Martin & Diane Clounch

Robin Fossum & Ed Olson

Genealogy Lab: 
Connie Olson & Trudy DeKeuster

Torun Hauger, Ann Pederson, Terje Hauger

(continued from page 6)
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Tour of Hopperstad Stave Church replica (both photos at 
top, outside and inside). At lower left, Hjemkomst Viking ship 
replica, Hjemkomst Center, Moorhead, Minnesota. 
Center: Troll statues in lobby at Hjemkomst Center Museum

Wall Carvings in the “Troll Lounge” at the Sons of  
Norway Kringen Lodge, Moorhead, Minnesota

and Kringen Lodge
Hjemkomst Center
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Linda Domier Lowry & Joel Botten, dancing

Bunad Parade 2023

Many Banquet Tables

Banquet 
Night
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